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SMEs and 
Intermediaries 

•To Increase the competitiveness of companies and scale-up regional businesses

• Project development beyond TRL 5

• Exclusive networks of pilot plants, demo-sites and partners

Interregional 
Collaboration 

•Promoting co-investments in European priority areas,

• Facilitating access to combined funding for co-investment projects,

• Taking advantage of better synergies between regional, national and European instruments to support interregional collaboration.

Policy 
Influencing 

•How to fund technology uptake activities and how to join forces to support their roll-out

• advocating for stronger commitment to enable effective synergies between EU funding tools and instruments, with regional and 
national funding

A Place-Based Approach leading by example to boost Regional Innovation Ecosystems  



7 Pilot Projects, including 25 demo-cases 

New Nano-Enabled Products 
Bio-Economy 
Efficient Sustainable Manufacturing 
High-Performance Production through 3D Printing
Advanced Manufacturing for Energy-related 
Applications in Harsh Environments
Smart Health (launched in 2021)
Artificial Intelligence (Launched in 2021)

5 Task Groups 

Vanguard Pilot Monitoring
Policy Influencing
Future of the Vanguard Initiative
Co-Funding and Financing
Communications

42 of the most advanced industrial regions in Europe leading by example 
in delivering growth and jobs through industry-led interregional 
cooperation, co-creation, and co-investment



• Maximum Budget: 21750 EUR

• Call Opening date: 25 March 2021 

• Call closing Date:  20 May 2021 

• Activities to be funded: 

a. Individual Pilot Project activities which after successful delivery can directly 

benefit other VI pilot.

b. All other activities that are beneficial to reach VI’s goals.
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